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by deleting Section 2 of the bill as amended by amendment drafting code #1555396 and by 

substituting instead the following: 

SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 40-11-150, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection (l): 

(l)  

(1) 

(A)  Any officer who has reason to believe that a defendant under 

arrest may pose a substantial likelihood of serious harm to the defendant 

or to others may make a recommendation to the community mental health 

crisis response service that the defendant be evaluated by a member of 

such service to determine if the defendant is subject to admission to a 

hospital or treatment resource pursuant to § 33-6-403.  

(B)  The assessment of the defendant by a member of a 

community mental health crisis response service shall be completed 

within twelve (12) hours from the time the defendant is in custody or the 

magistrate or other official with the authority to determine bail shall set 

bail and admit the defendant to bail, when appropriate.  However, if the 

assessment is being conducted at the end of the twelve (12) hour period, 

the member of the community mental health crisis response service may 

complete the assessment.  The magistrate or other official duly 

authorized to release the defendant may, however, release the accused 

in less than twelve (12) hours if the official determines that sufficient time 

has or will have elapsed for the victim to be protected. 
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(C)  If the assessment of the defendant by the member of the 

community mental health crisis response service indicates that the 

defendant does not meet the standards of § 33-6-403, the officer who has 

reasonable cause to believe that the defendant may pose a substantial 

likelihood of serious harm shall so report to the magistrate or other official 

with the authority to determine bail and such magistrate or official shall 

set bail and admit the defendant to bail, when appropriate.   

(2)  The officer who has reasonable cause to believe that the defendant 

may pose a substantial likelihood of serious harm shall note the time the 

defendant was taken into custody for purposes of beginning the twelve (12) hour 

assessment period provided in subdivision (l)(1)(B) of this subsection. 


